
Horne Pond (Pequawket Lake) Watershed Assessment 
Limington, Maine 

A watershed assessment is designed to locate sources of soil erosion and  
polluted runoff that have the potential to damage lake water quality. 

Volunteers from the watershed will be conducting an assessment on June 4.  
The survey will not be used for any enforcement purposes.   

What is a Watershed? 
 

A watershed is all the land that drains to a particular 
waterbody.  The Pequawket Lake watershed covers 
0.52 square miles (see other side for more detail).  
 
Eroded soil is the biggest source of pollution to 
Maine lakes.  Eroded soil carries phosphorus, which 
occurs naturally and is also in lawn fertilizers.  
Phosphorus acts like food for algae, and one pound 
can grow up to 1,000 pounds of algae.  Now that’s 
food for thought! 

What is a Watershed Assessment? 
 
Lakes are polluted, in large part, by pollution in the  
form of eroded soil and the nutrients (phosphorus) it 
carries. As stormwater flows over bare or loose soil,  
it picks up these pollutants and deposits them in our 
lakes and streams. A watershed assessment is designed 
to locate sites where this pollution is washing into the 
lake and start to develop approaches to fix them. 
 
On June 4, 8:30 am at the Limington Town Hall, a 
volunteer training workshop will be held in order to 
provide the participants with the background 
information needed to identify and record problem  
sites.  No prior experience necessary! Following the 
training, the volunteers will be divided into groups, 
paired with a technical leader, and assigned a section  
to assess.  
 

The spirit of the assessment is to work together  
with landowners toward a common goal of  

keeping our water clean.     
 
Prior to the assessment, each landowner in the 
watershed area will receive a letter giving them the 
opportunity to “opt-out” if they don’t want their land 
included. Once the assessment has been completed, the 
data is compiled in a report and made available to any 
interested parties. Results will not be used for 
enforcement purposes.   If you wish to be excluded from 
the watershed assessment or need more information, 
contact: 
 

Joe Anderson, Project Manager 
York County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
324-0888, X208 
21 Bradeen St, Suite 104 
Springvale, Me 04083 
 janderson@yorkswcd.org                              

Benefits of a Watershed Assessment: 
 
• Raises public awareness about the need to 

protect our lake from stormwater runoff and 
soil erosion problems 

 
• Helps the community understand that pollution 

problems can be caused by problems beyond 
the lakefront 

 
• Identifies sources of pollution in a cost-

effective way by using volunteers 
 
• Provides landowners with information about 

how to reduce or eliminate soil erosion 
problems on their property 

 
• Helps identify potential projects for future 

grants 
 

Partners: Pequawket Lake Preservation Association (PLPA), Pequawket Lake Road Management Association 
(PLRMA), Moy-Mo-Da-Yo Recreation Oversight Committee (MMDYROC), The Town of Limington, Maine 

DEP, York County Soil and Water Conservation District (YCSWCD) 

Wilson Lake Watershed Assessment Volunteers, 2009 




